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In a June 19 interview with Cuban news agency PRENSA LATINA in Havana, European
Economic Community (EEC) Ambassador to Latin America, Luigi Boselli, declared that the EEC
favors diversification of exports from the region. Latin America cannot indefinitely continue
its dependence on raw materials exports, such as oil, coffee, and cotton. According to Boselli,
diversifying regional exports to the 12 EEC member nations would facilitate in turn increased
imports from the Community. He added that Latin American imports have been declining in
recent years. The ambassador then stated that this position on diversifying Latin American exports
may appear contradictory, considering that the EEC has a trade deficit with the region of about
$13 billion annually. (In 1985, Latin American trade with the Community totaled $26 billion.) He
explained that while the EEC also has a trade deficit with Japan, Tokyo's economic circumstances
are radically different from those of Latin America. Boselli said the basic difference could be
summarized by enormous foreign debt burdens on the one hand, and declining or stagnant prices
for Latin American exports on the world market. Although the EEC does not have an official position
on the foreign debt crisis, said Boselli, the Community was one of the first organizations to recognize
the Cartagena Agreement, elaborated by Latin America's 11 largest debtor nations. Next, the
ambassador mentioned that EEC commissioner for North-South relations Claude Cheysson, and
former French Foreign Minister, has expressed concern over Latin America's net capital outflow to
developed nations, estimated at $35 billion annually. Boselli said he had met with several top Cuban
officials, including Cuban Vice President Carlos Rafael Rodriguez, acting Foreign Minister Jose Raul
Viera, and president of the National Bank of Cuba, Hector Rodriguez Llompart, among others. The
EEC ambassador visited Cuba on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the Rome Treaty marking
the creation of the Community, on the invitation of EEC nation ambassadors in Havana.
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